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PROPOSAL 


For this Magazine, confjfting of fubjects} Hitorical, 
Dodtrinal, Experimental, Pra¢tical, and 
Poetical :—By. Ex1as Smitu, 


CONDITIONS. 


I. To be printed on good paper, and contain 36 pages, each 
number. 


II. To be publifhed in numbers, once in three months, ates24 
cents each; to be paid when the number is delivered: 


III. They will be fent to.central places, which will be fixed M 


upon, that the fubfcribers may obtain them by paying 
poltage, if they are conveyed by mail. 


IV. Thofe who fubfcribe or are accountable for sen copies, 
fall veceive swo gratis. 


_V. Eight aumbers to make a volume; thofe whosfubfcribe, 
are expected to continue to receive their numbers till the 
volume is complete, unlefs they inform the editor to the 
cenirary, feafonably. : 


All interefing communications for this work, will 
thankfully received and communicated by ithe editor. § 











N. B. General ufefuine/s being the objed? of ihe editor, 
it is hoped thofe who wifb for the increafe of wféfu 
knowledge, and efpecially, that which refpetts the Kt 
deemer’s Kingdom, wil! be ready and willing ta encour 
age the above propofal, by fubfcribing to the fame. 


Thofe who hold fubfcriptions, are defired to forwa 
them to Elias Smith, the editor, Port{mouth ; Danis 
Conant, Lofton; Barnard B. M acanulty, Salem ;-§ 
Timothy Kexer, Kennebunk, where this Magazine ti 
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Chrifiian’s Magazine, &c. 
oO ‘ . 
nib OR | 
bes 
An Hiftory of the clergy from the third century. 
B' EFORE I begin this hittory, it ts proper to explain the 











term, and in fhort to defcribe this order of men called 

the Clergy. Sir William Penn, fays, that the word c/erey 
comes from the Greek word Clerus, which fignifies poifvifou 
or heritage, and quotes Peter’s words, ‘* Neither- as being 
Lords over God’s heritage.” The word there applies on'y 
to the church of God, and not to officersin the church. ‘The 
word clergy in hiftory defcribes an order of men in a church, 
which is ruled by earthly Lords ; or in other words, 
in the church of anti-cbrift. As itis nfed now and for 
hundreds of years paft, it fignifiesa cleré or writer. W'-20 
the clergy give or take a deed of land, they file themiclves 
clerks or writers,—becaufe they write and read to the peopte, 
Once im England, a man who could write his name was ¢alied 
a cleroy-man,° and was out of the reach of human laws Ar. 
terwards, a man could not be confidered a clergyman unte! 
he could read the Lord’s prayer, befides being able to write 
his nume. 

Where fhall we find this order of men ? Aréthey mention- 


edin the _Seriptares % 2 They are not. In the feriptures we 
read of P; bog --- Prophets--- A poftles---E vangeli fis-.- Pailors.-- 
Teachers-—Bifhops-—Elders--Over Sette Shepherds, and Watch- 


men; but Fhe re is no mention made of clergymen. ‘They are 
not men appointed by the God of heaven. Are they a clafs 
of officers created and fupported by the conftitution and Jaws 
of the United States? They are not. Werea ftranger to hear 
of fuch an order of men as the clergy, and find that they were 
not m:ntioned ia the law of God nor man 3. he would conelude 
they were a co mpany of interlopers, who had intruded inte fo- 
ciety, without any reftard to laws, divine or h uman ; and that 
they were a fet of bein?s like the mahometans genii ; between 

ngels and men, who were born’ aay to rule the ignorant 
and keep them fo. Where fhall the otigin of ‘the clergy be 
found? Inthe hiftory of the church of Remey Gonftaniire 
and England. The clergy are an order of men which belong 
to the church of Anti-chrift, and no other. When a church 
appeared 
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appeared in the world exaédtly oppofite to the church Chrift | 
built ; then that order of men appeared, called the clergy, J 


_ When Anti-chrift or the man of fin is deitroyed, then fuch an 
order of men will ceafe to be fupported in the world. The 
church of Anti-chrift which brought forth the clergy, was fet 
up by taking the name of Chrilt’s church and holding to fome. 
thing exactly oppofite to what Chrift preached. ‘This church 
was begun in the feeond century by confidering the bifhop in 


the church as the head, lord and lawgiver. Every church § 


which is gathered contrary to the new teltament, contains in 
3 an order of men called the chrgy. 

At the prefent day there are feveral churches where this order 
of men are found, viz. The Roman Cathdite church,—The 
Greek church,—the Epifcopalian church,—the Prefbyterian 


churches, and the Congregational churches. We now hear § 
of Roman Catholic clergy—clergy of the Greek church— | 


Prefbyterian clergy—and Congregational clergy. 

What is the difference in thefe different kinds of clergy ? 
‘ine difference is in the names ; if there are good men among 
them, there can be ne difference, excepting in the name. If 
they are bad men, the name is all which mekes the diff=rence, 
"There is no real difference between a Roman catholie drunk- 


ard, and an Epifcopalian or Congregational drunkard,—be- & 


tween a Prefbyterian liar and a Congregational liar, except- 
Sag in the name. So it is concerning the clergy of thefe differ: 
ent churches. Some are allowed to act out more wick<dnefs 
than others, though they are all alike by nature. 

Having given the meaning of the word clergy, I now pro 
ceed to give a fhort hiftory of this order of men, from the 
third century down tothe prefent time, that the reader maj 
fee why Il have written againft them. This Hiftory cf the 
clergy I fhall take chiefly from Mofheim’s Ecclefiaftical Hitto- 
:y,and Robert Robinfon’s Refearches, and Hiftory of Baptifm. 

The foundation for the rife of the clergy, was laid in the fe- 
cond century. It is mentioned by Mofheim in thefe words, 
‘The chriftian dedfors had the good fortune to perfuade the 
veople, that the minifters of the chriflian church fucceeded te 
the character, rights, and privileges of the Jewifh prielthood § 
and this perfuafion was a new fource both of honors and pro- 
fits to the facred order.” This was fetting the new teftament 
afide for the old, and becoming Mofes difciples, inftead of 
Chrifi’s. This «as the real foundation of all the wickednefs, 


pride, cruelty, and ignorance, which the clergy have introduc _ 


ed into the world under the name of chriftianity. 
Century Il. 
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Century Ull.J—In this third century the men 
f now called the Clergy formed a church which 
an appeared like a kingdom, with a king over it, 
called a bifhop ; by which they deprived the peo- 
ie. @ ple of their rights, which were, liberty and equality. 
ch § ‘The principle author of this-new hierarchy, was | 
inf® aman by the name of Cyprian. ‘This wasthe @ 
ch® church of Anti-Chrift, the neft where the clericak. 
§ locufts were hatched, which have fince increafed, 
lop @ «and fpread themfelves in almoft all parts of the 
be ® world down to this prefent time.—Before them . 
an @ has been a garden, and behind them a wildernefs ; 
§ for they have depopulated whole cities, and laid 
them in ruins to fupport their own pride. 
y? The. character of the clergy in this religious: 
pg @ “monarchy, (as it is very improperly called,) in this 
century, is given-by Mofheim in thefe words,— 
‘we this change, inthe form of-eccléfiaitical gov-~ 
nee «ernment; was foon followed: by a: train of vices, 
pt: which difhonored the character and authority of : 
er @ thofe to whom the adininiftration of the church 
was committed.. For;though feveralyet contin- § 
ro. @ ued to exhibit to the. world. illuftrious examples 
the fof primitive piety, and chriftia virtue, yet many 
ay B® were funk in voluptuoufnels, puffed up with vam 
the @ ity, arrogance, and ambition, pofleiled with a fpi- 
rit of contention and difcord, and addi@ed to ma- 
fee @ Dy other-vices -that- cait an undeferved reproach ' 
ds, § upon the holy religion; of which they were the 
the # unworthy profefflors and minifters.” 
i One of the vices-of the clergy was, their intra. 
- dicing what: they: called : their holy concubines. 
ent lhofe clergy who pretended’ to be the moft holy. 
of § and moit devoted to God, lived a fingle life to: 
pleafe their people, and then had holy women to 
lleep with them, in an innocent manner, as they 
pretended, It was done in this ¢ tury 
A 2 | 
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- Mofheim fays, vol. I. page 262, “* For this pur. | 


pofe, they (the clergy) formed connections with 
thofe women who-had made ,vwows of perpetual 
pees: and it was an ordinary thing for an 
lefiattic to admit one of thofe faints to “the par. 
tic patios of his bed, but ftill under the moft fo. 
lemn declarations, that nothing pafled. in this 
commerce that was contrary to the rules of chaf 
tity and virtue. Thefe .,holy concubines were 
called by the Latins, Mulieres Subintroducere. ‘This 
indecent cuftom alarmed the zeal of the more 
an among the bifhops.” 
n this century the clergy invented that kind 
of theology called mytftic, they alfo invented what 


is called the fpiritual meaning of the icriptures;§ 
that is, a meaning ex cactly oppolite to what it faysJ 
Zl br century the clergy had a law that bapfifm 


uld be adminiftered only twice in a year, at 
Eg fer and Whitfuntide. they alfo told thé*people 


at thofe who were baptifed, had. remiflion off 
and that th ele -bithops did confer the fancts 
fy 12 cifts of the Holy Ghoft_on thofe who werg] 


oOo © 


baptized by them. They pretended to caft the 
devil out of thofe who were baptized; and a3 am 
proof of it, the perfons baptized were ordered 0 


wear crowns and white garments feveral days ak 

ptifin, as an evid ence that the ey had cained 
he vict ory over fi n, and the world. See Mofheim 
to J} 
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: t ney moddied their antichriftiat 
@hurch government acco rding.to the civil form; 
erin other words, had an earthly: government 
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43 
under the name of the church of Chrift. In this 
century we hear for the firltitime the name of 
Patriarchs, Arch-bifhops, &c. The Clergy under 
Conftantine, had their churches connected with 
civil government. ‘ The adminiftration of the 
church was divided, by Conftantine himfelf, into 
an externa and an internal in/pection. ‘The latter, 
which was committed to bifhops and councils, 
related to religious controverfies; the form of divine 
warfbip ; the offices of the prie/ts, the vices of the ec- 
clefiaftical orders, &c. ‘The external adminiftration 
of the church, the Emperor affumed to himfelf.” 
See Mofheim, vol. L. p. 340. 

Here is the firft beginning of that law religion 
which the clergy are contending for in this day 
all over the world. ‘Their wicked brethren in- 
vented it fourteen hundred years ago, and they 
as wickedly contend for it now. 

As foon as the clergy were by law connected 
jwith wicked rulers, they begun to act with them 
in wickednefs, Mofheim, in vol. I. page 346, has 
oiven their character ja. thefe words, ‘* The addi- 
tions made by the empefors and cthers to the 
wealth, honors, and adyantages of the clergy, were 








































wees and luxury, particularly, among thofe ef the 
jacred otder, who lived in great and_opolent ci- 
ties, and that many fuch additions were made to 
that order, after the time of Conflantine, is a mat- 
ter that admits of ho difpute.”’ lt isa pity that 
aman of Dr. Mofheim’s difcernment, fhould be 
lo-blind, as:to Gall the clengy a facred order of 
nen Sacred, Vicious, lafci WOUS adulterous, clergy ! 
how ut founds! What he has jaid of them m the 
above quotation, needs no comment. lt fpeamme 
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’ In this century the vicious clergy invented and 
propagated in the world two abominable errors, | 
“‘ which were almoft univerfally adopted, and be.§ 
came a fource of innumerable calamities and mif 
chief in the fucceeding ages.”” The firft was,— i , 
That it was an-adt of virtue, tordeceive and lye, when C 
by that means the intereft of the church might be promot. ( 
ed; and the iecond equally horrible, though in wn 
onother point of'view, was, that errors in religion, rf 
when maintained:and edhered to-after proper admonie 
tion, were punifbable with-civil penalties and corporal 
tortures.”’ See Motheim, vol. f. p. 371. ‘ Mofheim 
fays, that the moft.eminent-faints, (he means the 
public faints, the clergy) were more or lefs taintec 
with this corrupt:principle: He fays, truth will 
not allow him to except from this charge, fuch 
faints-as St. Ambroufe, St: Auguftin, St. Gregory and 
St. Ferome.. Thefe-are-faints which the clergy of 
our day often quote to prove: infant {prinkling ; 
men who confidered it virtuous to lye to prumott 
the caufe of ‘a-church; founded:on:lies, and ‘com 
tinued in the fame way... The church which the 
clergy of this century built, differed only in nam¢ 
from the pagans.“ They had ‘both a moit pom 
pous and ‘{plendid ritual; gorgeous robes, mitresmi. 4. 
tiaras, wax tapers, crofiers, proceffions, luftrations—iy,.. 
images, gold and filver.vafes, and many fuch cing), 
cumflances of pageantry, were equally to be feenff,,. ; 
in the heathen tempies, and the chriftian churcl§igiq 
e6.”’—Mofheim, vol. I. page 382. burr 
In this century the clergy ordered that lighted uel 
tapers fheuld be held while the: perfon was bapiho ;, 
- tized, that /a/t fhould be thrown into their mouthsfi,;., 
and that they fhould be clothed in white garment. , 
| oféven days-after.they were baptised. . Bs 
1s It was in this century, that the clergy invente™ ¢, 
_ | ies « 
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the plan of a general council to fettle difputes. 
i This was held at Nice. Conftantine the Emperor 
was prefent at the council. Mr. Robinfon relates 
4 curious affair concerning the Emperor, in his re- 
fearches, page 65, in thefe words; ‘* When he 
Conftantine) went ifto the council of Jice, he 
chofe to fet below the bifhops, and yet fome of 
them were very poor mean men. He had heard 
he them talk of the prefence of God in their fynods, 
Band themfelves as a fort of demi-gods divinely 
TOM commifiioned, and when they addreffled their elo- 
quent definitions to him, he affected not to be 
competent to judge of fuch fublime myfteries ;— 
“GM Verily it was not for him to judge even of their 
Mavices ; fhould he have the misfortune to fee a bifh- 
op commit adultery, he would throw his robe over 

iim to conceal him ; no, gentlemen, God ftand: | 
wcth in the congregation of the gods, you are ap- 
me pointed to be gods to us, it would be indecent for 
Heenan tojudge gods.” Had he faid to judge dogs, 
OBM@he would without doubt proved the truth of 
W@ewhat liaiah faid, ** They are greedy dogs which 
“mecan never have enough.” In this council a reli- 
“wesious TEsT was firft invented by the clergy, and 
T@Satterward incorporated with civil government. 
miiere they fhouted for the firft time, that an or- 
thodox Emperor was at the head of their church, 
ead as a pledge of good things to come, all who 
“gdid not inbmit were banifhed and their books: 


mournt. What was then called a religious Test, 
nted ught now to be varied a little in the {pelling, and 


bapito read properly, fhould be pronounced an irreli- 
ths, Bious pest, as the true fpelling in this improyed@ ~ _ 
cme ese of language and manners.—-This muft ferven 3% 
yp lhort hiftery of the clergy in this century. 
4 Century V.]—Mofheim in vol. 2, page 28, gives = 9 
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_ the following account of the clergy in this century, 


‘© The vices of the elergy were now carried to the 
moit enormous lengths ; and all the writers of 
this century, whofe probity and virtue render 
them worthy of credit, are unanimous in their aq 
counts of the /uxury, arrogance, avarice and volupty 
oufnefs of the facerdotal orders.” Thefe opprobrioy 


itains in the characters of the clergy, would never 


have been endured, had’ not the greateft part of 
mankind been funk in fuperftition and ignorance, 
The corruption of that order, who were a 


pointed to promote, by their doctrine and exami 
ples, the facred interefts of piety and virtue, will 


appear lefs furprifing when we confider, that mu 
titudes of people of all kinds were every where ad 
mitted, without examination and without choice 
into the body of the clergy; the greateft part d 
whom, had no other view, than the enjoyment @ 
a /azy and inglorious repofe. Many of thefe ecc 
fiaftics were confined to no fixed places or aflem 
blies, had no employment of any kind, but fau 
tered about wherever they pleafed, gaining thet 
maintenance by impofing upon the ignorant mu 
titude, and fometimes by mean and difhonél 
practices.”’ . 

This account of an ordér of men fo much adat 
ed at this day'is fo abominable, that I could nd 
think of believing it, had it not come from one @ 
undoubted authority ; a man whom the c/ergyé 
teem, and whofe hiftory they eftecm very mu 
as an hiftory of truth. 

The ungodly clergy of this century taught th 


people to pray to departed faints ; the virtue % 


.the bones of martyrs-to overcome Satan, and th 
purifying fire for departed fouls. Mofheim fay! 
yol. 2, page 38, “it will not be improper to 0! 
; | ferve 
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B ferve here, that the famous pagan do¢trine, con- 


cerning the purificatisn of departed fouls, by means of 
4 certain kind of fire, was more amply explained 
and confirmed now, than it had formerly been.— 
Every body knows: that this doctrine proved an 
jnexhaultable fource of riches to the clergy through 
the fucceeding ages, and that it ftill enriches the 


’Romifh church with its nutricious ftreams.’’ 


In this century the religion jvhich the clergy 
taught, confiftedithiefly in an outward fhow, and 
in the pompous garments in which they appeared 


the fafhion of confefling their fins to the miniiter. 
This fathion is kept up tothis day. Ifthe minif- 
ter fays the perfon may join the church, and have 
his children {prinkled, no one dares contradict him. 
The clergy in this century invented the doétrine | 
now called Hopkinfianifm, Calvinifm, Predeftina- 
tion, &c. ; fome of the clergy exprefled their be- 
liefin thefe words, * That God not only predef- 


tinated the wicked to eternal punifhment, but alfo 


to the guilt and tran{greffion for which they were 
punifhed ; and that thus both the good and bad 
actions of all men were determined from eternity 
by a divine decree, and fixed by an invincible ne- 
ceflity. Thofe who embraced this opinion, were 
called predeftinarians. See Mofheim vol. 2, p. 88. 
—Uhis fubjeét invented by the clergy of the fifth - 
century, has come down to this time, and is em- 
braced by thofe who are far from being fo bad men 
as thofe whofe abominable.doétrines they are the 
advocates for. (To be continued.) 
OO) =e ie 
DOCTRINE. 


IN the fr number of this magazine I have mentioned. 











the words dorine and do?rines 3 and propofed in future num 


bers to write upon different parts of the doétrine of Chrift. 
. The 
















4% 
The doétrine of Chrift is the truth concerning God and mag “wi 
which he preached. The apoftle’s doctrine means. the fame, # 
They preached Chrift, or what he preached—They were ig 
- Chrift’s fead. Paul received his do@rfne Not of man, but by pl 
a revelation from Jefus Chrift. God who commanded the 

dizht to fhine out of darknefs, fhone into their hearts to give for 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in ihe face off ©” 
Jefus Chriit. They had this treafure (the doctrine of Chrift) iser 
in earthen veffels, that the excellency of the power might be we 
of God and not of man —-—In this day we‘hear minilfters tel] 
of the doftrine of Pradzflination, do€&trine of Llefion, dottring 
of Perfeverance, Calvinifiic do@rine, Arminian doétrine, and 
the doctrine of Univerfalifm. Were are fix doctrines: they 
cannot all be right. ‘Thefe mfake dodrines inflead of dodrin, 
‘This queftion is often afked—how is it that thofe who hold t 
thefe different dofrines all prove them from the bible ? The a 
anfwer is eafy ; Thofe who hold thefe things, believe them beg]; 
fore they read.the fcriptures, and afterwards (if ever) they read Si 
the icriptures to nd a proof of what they have read in fomell .¢ 
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| ~ other book. A man who believes in what is called predeflina 





dio, eleBion, or that:‘God has .foreordained whatfoever comes§ Rane 
to.pafs, can find feriptures to fatisty himfelf ; for he believerm:;, | 
it without.any f{cripture proof. He finds that Jofeph told hi 
brethren that they meant evil in felling him, and that God®.,. 
meant ic for good—This proves to them that God has foreor ing 
dained whatloever comes to pafs, though there is no fuch thing ... 
“Mentioned in the text. The man who believes God is the au. ‘are 
thor of fin, finds it in this “ I make peace and create evil "8-.@,, 
This only {peaks cf troubies and comforts which come on meni },.. 
in this world. Thofe who hold to Univerfalifm, believe it firlyl +),., 
and then torture the fcrziptures to make it fay as they fap joy, 
Thofe who hold to the other do@rine, as devilifh as thisj—¢), 
“ that God has made a certain part of men for eternal mifery;@ Ty, 
and that Chrift died only for the eleét, as they call them ; andi a;. 
that thofe who are loft will be punifhed for not believing the® que 
gofpel, though: God never meant they fhould believe ;” thei I ¢, 
find feripture for it, becaufe they can alter what it fays, addB Go, 
call the whole world the eleét, “and fo they wrap it up.” S08 whi, 
infant fprinkling is proved from texts which fay nothing abowt® tho, 
at. “ Suffer little children to come unto me,” proves it to them Brisfe, 


a _ 4 The unbelieving wife is fanttified by the believing hufband.” ‘keer 


This. proves it to them, for they believe it without thefe {crip anfy 
ture proofs which fay nothing about it. _ Btion 
“Dhe doctrine of Chrift is different from all thefe ae 
Will 
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Begbich now diftraé& and torment the world. It is one eonfif- 
1a BF ent whole ; fo plain that there is no room to fay it is an in- 
MB confittent dogtrine. The doétrine of Chrift contains fix princi- 
b ples or parts of the whole which includes all Chrift and the 
TE Apoftles preached. This is mentioned in Heb. vi. 1, z, “ There- 
»fore leaving the principles of the doétrine of Chrift, let us ge 
WER onto perfedion ; not laying again the foundatien of repent- 
a ‘ance from dead works, and of faith towards God, of the doc- 
ME rine of baptifms, and of laying on of hands, and of refurrec- 
: tion of the dead, and of eternal judgment.” In thefe verfes © 
: the fix principles of the do@rine of Chrift are mentioned. 1. Re- 
a I pentance from dead works.-2. Faithtowards God. 3. DRrine of 
h | baptifms. 4. Laying @n of bands. +5. Refurreltion of the dead. 
Sti 6. Eternal Fudgment. fall miniftersand chriftians would 
a »confent to lay every thing afide for the New-Teftament, and a- 
The gree to be Chrift’s difciples, inftead of being -Mofes’, Calvin’s 
i. ha Arminius’, and learn doétrine of him who is meek and lowly 
OSG: in heart, how foon they would find reft to their fouls !—TI thall 
cad “now write a ‘few werds on the ix .principles of the do@rine 
Mh. B of Chrift. } ‘ 
mae 1, “Repentante from dead ‘works, ‘The word 'repent- 
“We ance fignifies a forrow for what is done, and a turning from. 
he rit to the oppofite. Repentance is the firft thing which 
soil God requires of men, or the frft thing commanded in 
the gofpel. The great: part of preachersin this day are preach- 
Cot“ ing the law of Mofes, inftead of the gofpel of Chri. They 
06% are Mofes difciples: though they believe in Chrift, yet they 
so “are zealous for the law of Motes. They tell their hearers that 
+ BP God requires them to iove the -Lord-their Cod with all their 
men hearts, and their neighbour as themfelves. Then they tell them 
rl that they cannot love God-unlefsthey are born again ; ‘forthe 
- love of God muft be fhed abroad in their hearts by the Hol 
4B Ghoft. (‘This is the way the Baptift minifters in genéral erie: | 
ery The clergy are not fo far forward as the law of Mofes. They 
— are-yet among heathen morality.) When the hearer afks this 
fe ‘queltion ; how ean I be‘to blame’ for not loving God when © 
nod i cannot, unlefs ! am born again ; and that iitie work of 
S God’s fpirit ? The preacher ‘invents the beft anfwer ‘he can, 
al which is this ;*‘.God ‘has not loft his power to command, 
bout though you have loft ‘power to ebey.” The hearer is not‘fat- 
“a Pisfied, and afs another ‘queftion; “ Is it peflihle for me to + 
nd. @ keep this command ’till!I am born again ?”* The preacher n oft ia 
crip'@ anfwer no, you cannot. ‘The hearer then afks another quef- {& 
ing ‘on; “ Does Say require irapofibilities of his créatiire: 
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“The preacher muft anfwer, yes. ‘The next -queftion is this, 
‘How can God be juft to require an impoflibility of me, ay 
then punifh mc eternally for not obeying that law which 
knew I could not obey ?’ The anfwer is, * Godisa fovercignk ; 
andjhas a right to do as he pleafes; “ Hath not the potty 
power over the clay, to make one veffel to honor, and anothg 
to difhonor.” ‘They never read the next verfe. The enquing mm 
‘tumbled at fuch doétrine as. this, days, “*.I cannot fee into fadi 
docenfiftences.” Ah! fays a Baptift minifter, thefe things ang 
dark to us.” .Very true ; becaufe they are not {cripture. “jj 
. they {peak not according to this word, it is becaufe there isy 
light in them ;” djaiah vii. 20. § fe things are a may {tery 
fays another of Calvin’s fcholars. *Very true,:** The myfern fl 
iniquity,’ which begun to work in the days of Paul, and lum 
dince finifhed off fome of his work, and this is a part of it, 
The fact is this ;—This law-to love God and your neighbor; 
not the firft command of the gofpel ; but of the law or off 
teftament. The Pharifee faid, Matt. xxii. 36, “ Matter, whi 
& the great commandment in the law ?” verfe 37, 38, “* Jefam 
faid unto him, thou fhalt love the Lord thy God with all & 
heart, and with all thy foul, and with all thy mind. Thing 
the fir and great commandment.” It is plain that this isi 
firft command in the law ; but it is not the firk command! 
Ahe goipel. The fir command in the gofpel, or new-tél 
ment, is Rerentrance. Did Jefus and the Apoftles.travel 
bout the world to tell men they muft love-God and their neigs 
bour ? They did not. This would have been preaching tm 
~ law of Moles, and not the gofpel of Chrift. When Jefus aq 
the Apoftles preached, the people called it a new doctrine; @ 
fomething different from the law which the Scribes taught 
: (To be continued in the next number. 








ons oO 
PRACTICAL. 
_ THE firf thing required of a penitent believer, is Bapli 
Baptifims are called doctrine ; there are three mentioned 
The one mentioned here, is what is enjoined on all belie 
4 “in Chrift, and no others. The word baptifm, contains mé 
+ than what people in general think of. ‘Mr. Robinfon’s exp 
“nation of the word is fo juft, that I think proper to give H] ¢ 
his words from his hiftory of baptifm, page 5. ‘Lhe Wi” 
(baptifm ) is confefledly Greek ; native Greeks muft underlt@ 
their own language better than foreigners—-They have alwif 
underftood the word baptifin to fignify dipping ; and theret 
from their Girt embracing chriftiamity to.this day, they hav 
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wy’ baptized, and do yet baptize by immerfion. This is an 
authority for the meaning of the word baptize, infinitely pre- 
frable to that of European lexicographers ; fo that a man, 
who is obliged to truft human teftimony, and who baptizes by 
‘mmerfion becaufe the Greeks do, underftands a Greek word 
exactly as the Greeks themfelves underftand it ; and-in this 
cafe the Greeks are unexceptionable guides ; and their prattice 
is, in this inftance, fafe ground of ‘a@tion.. The Englifh tranf- 
jators did not tranflate the word baptize, and they aéted wife- 
"im ly, for there is no one word in the Englifh language, which is. 
an exact’counterpart of the Greek word, asthe new-teftament 
nfes it, containing.the@wprecife ideas of the evangelifts, neither 
lefs nor more.” The @ificulry, or rather the excellence of the: 
word is, that it contains two ideas inclufive of the whole doc- 
trine of baptifm.. Baptize is a dyer’s word, and fignifies to 
dip, fo as to colour. Such as render the word dip give one 
true idea, but the word ftood for two, and one is wanting in 
wag this rendering. This defeg&t is in the German tefament = 
Me Matt. iii. 1, ‘* In thofe days came John der taufer, Jobo ui.» 
dipper ;”’ and the Dutch, * In thofe days came John cen docper,’” 
ohn the dipper. This is the truth, bat not the whole truth. . 
e faxon teftament adds another idea, by naming the ad- 
miniftrator John /¢ fudlubtere, John the fuller. The Iflandich. @ 
language tranflates baptifm /Rirn, thatis, fcouring. Thefe cone & 
vey two ideas, cleanfing by wa/fhing ; but neither do thefe ac- 
curately exprefs the two ideas of the Greek, baptize; for: 
though repentance in fome cafes accompanies baptifm, as it 


y “Be does prayer, yet notin every cafe. Jefus was baptized in Jor- 




































“ge an, but he was not cleanfed from any moral or ceremonial 
oe turpitude by it, nor was any repentance mixed with his bap- 
SB tim. Purification by baptifm i¢ an accident; it may be, it 






may not be; it is not eflential to baptifm. The word then 
conveys two ideas ; the one literal, dipping, the other figuras 
tive, colouring, a figure however expreflive of a real faé& ; méan- 
ing that John by bathing in the river Jordan, conferred a cha- 
racter, a moral hue, as dyers by dipping in a dying vat, Gta = 
tinct or colour ; John by baptifm, difcriminating the difciples { 
of Chrift from other men, as dyers by colouring diftinguifh. 
xpm ftuffs. Hence John is called by carly Latins, John tinétor,the: 
@ exact Latin of Joannes baptiftees, John the baptift." <2 This.. 
wis the genuine meaning of the word baptifm in the new-telt 
ment ; it diftinguifhes a believer in Chrift from one who does- 
Not believe in him. How different this, from the pagan prac- 
tice of {prinkling children !—The practice of fprinkling child- 
ren 
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ren whichis now-in fafhion in a great part of the world, wag, 
ufed by thofe who worfhipped idols long before.the birth of 
Chrift, and was ealled chriftian baptifm by the-fame perfons 
whe confidered popes and lord arch bi/bops, Chrift’s officers on. 
earth. It was called fufration, or purifying by water. Holy 

water (as the pagans calied it) was kept in the temples of. 
the gods for the purpofe of cleanfing the worfhippers, long be. 

fore the days ofthe. Apofiles.. Mr. Robinfon in his hiftory of 
Baptifm, page 420, gives thre following aceount of luftrating 
infants among the heathens, which .is-very much like what is 

now called infant baptiim in this and other countries. His. 
words are thefe ;. ** in Greece infants were /uffrated on the fifth, | 
. day after their-birth, and received their names on the feventh, 
‘The Romans performed the. ceremony on females on the. 
eighth day, and on males on: the ninth. The /uffration was. 
performed at home, the name was given at the fame time, ac. 

c:wnpanted with various folemnities ; aad the infant was then, 
carried to the temple of the gods, and was held initiated. A 

feaft was made, relations and friends.were invited, the mother. 
received the compliments of the: company, and prefents were # 
made both to her and the childs. A-very fmali alteration off 

the words of Pérfius would render the eight lines, in which he 

defcribes the luftration of an infant, a picture of chriftening, § 
Varioug names were given to the day ; but the moft common 
was, the /uffrating day. The Peruvians give the name at two 
years old, and the god father as he is called by chriftians, cuts. 
off the hair. The Mexican midwives bapitzed, and little boys. 
gave the name, and there is, fay hiltorians, an evident refeme 
blance between the Mexican cuftoms at the birth of infants, 
and the circumcifion of the Jews, and the baprifm of chriftians.” 
Here is the real foundation of this mighty affair, infant 
{prinkling’ ! It appears to me, that if the clergy and their 
friends knew. that. their fprinkling plan was an old heathen 
practice, they would drop it, and have the bible praétice or no- 
thing. As I mean in the next numbers to fay more upon this 
-matter ; 1 forbear at prefent. 
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EXPERIMENTAL. 

An account of the experience of an AFRICAN, who was §- 
brought from his native country when he was between Hy 
30 and 40 years of age. _ 

; _ HE was a flave to a Mrs. Hardin in Virginiay. 

» and from thence he was taken over the Alleghany’ 
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mountain, to what is called George’s Creek {ettle- 
ment, where he experienced religion, ? 
On my afking him of his country, and paflage: 
to America, he in his broken manner relatedinor- @ 
der, the following circumftances z-firft, he fpoke GE 7 
the excellency of his country, and the manner of -¥ 
his being taken and brought on board the fhip, ' § 
with the thoughts he had when the fhip began to - J 
fail ; all which would be entertaining, if. it was to 
our point. Diféoverin ‘by his narrations, thathe »§ 
had’ good natural‘abilities, Pbheeame tie more defi-) 
rous to hear his experience in religion, which he “@ 
feemed willing to relate. -. lafked’hinr the follow- -j 
ing queftions : : , 
* Are you not forry that-you were brought from 
your country-and people ?”” He replied ** No maf- 
fa, me glad ; forin-amy countgy, me did-not know 
that there isa God ; here mefound hin; my. § 
heart glad, ‘and melove him-a little, and me want fF 
to love him more, he fo good-to poor old man.” F 
* Did not you believe, when m your own country, 
that after this lite-was-ended you fhould be happy f 
or miferable according to-your-own behaviour 17 Ff 
No, no, mafla; whren-a child die, when friend die,. J 
in my country we-believe heis-gane like a beait. J 
—lf fomebody go in-nry country, and tell them, — 
that they will fee their friends again, my country §j 
people won’t let him walk, they-carry him in-their § 
arms,” ” — 
“Pray tell me how you came to*know at aft} 
that there is a great’ One above,.and that he will} 
blefs pos and make you happy.’%- =. “>a "3 # 
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ne of my feliow fervants, namé Bets, went. 
over the mountain to fee: her children }. the met — 


fomebody which told her the muh be goods” Whi at i 
Befs come home, fhe look forry.=-One day we go # 
é | ee . Se 3. ge | ; 
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a your foul will go into another world : If you areg 
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to the corn-field to hoe corn. All day me fing, 
= my country fong. Moft time to go home,’ Befs § 

> fay, * Old man, what you fing fo for ? What good # 
' Wit ? Me fay, what now ? meno fick; me no 
forry : Why me no fing ? Befs fay, “ You better. 
try to pray, for your blefled Lord, have mercy on 
your poor foul!” “« O me fay, my poor foul! What 

-ismy poor foul?” Befs fay, **Something: in youg 
can’t-die. When your body putin the ground,j 












good it will be happy, if-you are bad, it will go@ 
into a.dark place, and be in pain for ever.” ‘* Mem 
fay, Where is my blefled Lord ?” She fay, ** In hea 
ven.; above the fky: but he fees you, and he hears§ 
you, every day. We all fhould pray to him now:§ 
when we die he won’t hear us pray.” ‘ Me fay,§ 
how me,pray ?.me dont know. how to talk thig 
country talk.” She fay,“ Two word in your own 
country, your blefled Father hearit; he help you.” 
Befs go home ; me think about pray ; me lookj 
me look up; me can’t fee nobody for pray to; 
me fay myielf nobody there. Me get fome bread}, 
me want to éat, me can’t eat ; me can’t drink ;§ 
me liedown ; meroll; mecan’tfleep. Ail night 
pray, pray, two words come in my ear Day 
come, me goto my work; me look again up, 
up. my heart pain—me don’t know what to 
do—-bird fing forry :—- fun look forry :—-corng 
“took. forry: and poor Camda (that. being his 
f own mame) forry.more than all. But no water§ 
Win my,eye 5 me want to cry ;.mecan’tcry. My 

- armis pain, my legs pain, me can’t work, me cant@. 

vais ; me ftand fill ; me. think fomebody {peas 
in my ear, ‘ Pray to your blefled Mafter above, t@ 
nave mercy and forgive your fin.’ Me fay, mee 
can’t pray ; my heart feel like a ftonc.” By aud 
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by me fall down on tae ground ; my heart went, j 

went, beat, beat. Me fay, my bleffed Father, (in ~ 

my country talk) mercy, mercy on poor Camba /" 4 
Water come in my. eye, run down to the ground... J 
Glad.come in my heart ;, love, love, to my bleff-. 7 
ed Father. Me feel glad all over, me get up, eve-- | 
ry thing look glad for me, me fay, what is this f° 
me take hoe, work went well. Me feel like when. 
me young. Me work.a little. Me fellow fervants 1% 
come in field Me go awayiand hide myfelf,, Me. @ 


pray a little more. Prayer come to me more and 
more. Me dream one night, me was in town like - 
war town. Me want to go to peacetown. Me: 
muft go through clear water.. Me tell my- fellow. 
fervant, he fay, ** Come.to hear preaching.” Me- 
o; me fee ; me hear ; and me want to be bap-. 
sy tized. Minifter tell meabout Jefus Chrift die fors j 


me, and that he pray for me:_ “Me love Jefus, for 
help poor old negro.. Sometime.me don’t love 
slim ; thenme:forry:. Me try to-pray me-can’t.. 
“pray. Soon-love come again; then my heart jump ;:, 
water come in my eyes, and me can’t helpit. . Me 1% 
glad me in this country ;.me glad to die ; me glad. \ 
to live ; any. thing to pleafe my blefled Saviour.”” *] 
His life was in alJ things according.to his profedi-.. 
fion. His honefty.and zeal were.remarked by all. 7 
in that fettlement who knew him ;- and fince I ‘ine i] 
him, he was taken by his young. mafter down to. 
Kentucky, when he ftill continued the fame, as Ty } 
was informed, afew days paft, by. aiperion who. 4 
@ knew him theron We may fee by-this-mar | 
ant. how God juftifieth the heathen, and by what fi 
peal = pie means he bleffeth the converfion of a finner 
* All which may make the righteous ftir up bin) 
fainft the wicked ; and they taaé & ave clean hands, 
vax /cronger and fironger. | 













REVIEW. 
Da. BALDWIN’s SERMON, Enrrtrtp, 

“A fermon delivered at Sedgwick, May 15, 1805, at the erais | 
tion of the Rev. Daniel Merrill, to the prftoral charge of the Bap. 
tift church of Chrifi in that place—By “Thomas Baldwin, p.o, 
paflor of the fecond Baptif church in Bofion.” 

* Text—Jude, verfe 3, “ Earneftly contend for the faith once & 
delivered to the faints.” So it reads in thé fermon. In the 
bib!e it reads thus ; ‘* Earneftly contend for the faith [which 
was]j.once delivered uto the faints.” The words ‘ which @ h 
was” and fyllable “un” is left out. 1am far from making ae °° 
man an offender for a word 5 but when he leaves out twof 
words and an haif, he mutt be confidered at lealt a carelet 

- Door in this cafe.—Had wa the /aity done fo, it might have§ fi 
been overlooked ; but for D Dis to as fo, is fomething which ® eo 
makes the unlearned fay, ‘ D. D’s.are apt to make blunders,’ 
The.defign of this fermon appears to be this ; to defcribe the 
faith ,onve delivered to the faints. He fays page 4, ** By them 
faith once: delivered to the faints, we are undoubtedly to um 
derftaad the entire fyftem of chriltianity, as taught by Chritg 
and his apofiles, and enforced by their example.” To illuk 
trate this, he has.laid down three particulars—* Firlt, to com 
fider iome of the Jeadiny fentiments included in this faith. 
condly, fhew in what way the minifters of Chrift ought toe 
tend for it. And thirdly, we fhall offer fome argument 
fupport ofthe duty.” In confidering the leading fentimenl 
included in the faith once delivered to the faints, he has fun 
med them up in three things. 1, The exhibition of Jefus Chal 
as the true Meffiah. He has quoted fix places of fcripture (0 


































prove that the Apoftles preached Chrift ; but in all he hag. |, 
faid, he has not fo pons as told us what the word Messianorgg :. al 
Cupzist means—I marvel that he had not given us the meat iin 
ing of the Hebrew word MeMiah, as he has of late ftu died. that this i 
_ ancient language { THe Word Messian, or Curis, means tha. 






one: who had oil poured on Kim, or the-one who was anointed 
-to be a Proper, to preach to theignorant ; a.Paiesr to 
tone and intercede forthe guilty, anda Kine, to rule in meg. 
hearts of thefé who are inftructed and pardoned by him. Hadl 
he known the taeanirg of the word, it appears to me he coul 
not have piffed it over without-telling what the word meal 
—2, , The fecond part of the faith he confiders this.“ Th 
he gofpel mut net only be faithfully preached, but, in onde 
toi ts becoming effectual, it mult be accompanied - with 
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Holy Ghoft, fent down from heaven.” This appears’ to ‘me ~ 
f an inconfiftent affair ; as though the gofpel could be preached 
. & without the Holy Ghoft! The gofpel never was preached» 
es without it. Paul fays, 1 Thef i. 5, ‘* For our gofpel came~ 
PF not unto you in word only, but alfo in power, and in the Holy: 
BB Ghot, and in much affurance.”” ° Ithink he has ftated in page 
11, that repentance.is after'the perfon is born again. This is - 
ce BE reading backwards. —3d, He has fhewed that the faith’ once - 
he delivered to the faints, includes obedience. If the faith once- 
ch delivered to the faints; means no more than what he has ftated’» 
ich § here, or if thefe are the leading fentiments of it, the faints in- 
B Ae ancient times had'net. much to contend for. Are thefe the- 


ote main things in the faith? Chrift as the trae Meffiah—the- ¢ 
em Pe operation of the fpirit ; and obedience ? Paul has mentioned 
oak A fix principles of the do&rine of Chrift, Heb. vi. 1,25 1, Ree- im 
ia! | pentance from dead works; 2, Faith towards God ; 3, Baptifms 3 : 


4, Laying on of hands ; 5, -Refurredtion of the dead ; 6, Eternal T 
| judgment. I leave it to the candid to judge whether there is: jj 
not a great difference between Paul’s account of the faith once : 
.alme cclivered to the faints, and that mentioned by Mr. Baldwin. 

pee in page Q, is a rare queftion; and reply toit—He fays, “ But : 
it may be afked, can blame be fairly attached to the finner’s - 
cHaractér for net believing thé gofpel, if we admit that divine ° 
= ae iniidence is neeeffary to bring him to believe ?? This is the 

@ueition ; his reply is this, ‘if he is not to blame, we ought 

tobecome his advocates, and endeavour to have him honorably 
acquitted.” The queftion anrounts to this ; -ifa man cannot: 
fee without light, can he be to blame ? Ifa maacannot hears | 
when there is no noife, can he be to blame ? If a man-cannot< 
believe when there is rio evidence for-him to believe, camhe be * 
to blame ? The anfweris eafy ; he isnot to blamee The fa@ 
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Me is, all men are lighted, all men are called, all men}.ave an evi-- | 
eo dence of the truth of what they are required to believe, and | 
‘ the this is the reafon why-they are to blame. They have fo much 


» moivine influence as to be reproved of ‘fin, becaufe they belizve. : 
ss hot on Chrift ; of righteoufneis, becaufe he has gone to the: 4 
“me ather. ; of judgment, becaufe the Prince of this- world is judg- | 
aged. Emazvel that Mr: in all: he has faid about the fpirit,. 
ymtoat he had not mentioned witat Chrift faid he fhould dopvim J 
prove the world, &t..—Ah, that would have overtirowa his ~ | 























tire fyftem of chriftianity. From what he has faid in page 

ja ‘conclude that he is fenfible he wiote fome things contra- 
0° the dible in his fermon on the purpofes of God, and ef: 
‘oly. § al calling. He fays, “ there is fomething exceedingly try- fg 
: ° om ing ie \ : 
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ing to our pride, to recede from fentiments Which we have pros 
feffed and aéted upon.” This is trying it’ is true to a man off 
Prive 3 ‘but the difciple who learns of Fefus, who is meck and loa 
ly, rejoices when be can exchange error for truth: I’ cannot but’ 
think from another fentence, that Mr. B. is convinced that he 
cannot prove from fcripture, what he wrote on the purpofe of 
God. His words are thefe ; “‘ But when the fun. beams of 
| ttuth break in upon our confciences, and withirrefiftible influ. 
» ence diffipate the fogs of error and tradition, our refuges fail 


























us.’ There is nota doubt in my mind but what Mr. B. wrote’ 

his ownexnerience, when he wrote thefe two laft quotations... B 
In fpeaking of contending for the faith with our pens, he fays, 
page 20; ‘* I hope, however, I’ fhall not be miftaken as advo. 

cating the /itigious wrangling critic, who deals in low abufe and 

vulgar flander ; whofe pen is always employed in /udicrous far. 

caf, or dipt in ga//. It muft be acknowledged that fome men, 
who fet themfelves up as reformers, do not treat thofe who dif. 

fer from’ them, with fo much decency as’ Michael the Arch 

angel did the devil ; although he contended and difputed with} 
his fatanic majefty.” This I fuppofe is what Mr. B. means 
by the fpirit ‘of meeknefs, He has complimented the devil ig’ 
alofiy ftyle; mentioning his “ /atanic majeffy.”’? This is the firk 
time‘that I remember of hearing of majeffy, belonging: to the 
old ferpent, who was always a creeper. [add only one quota] 
tion more from this extraordinary, inconfijlent, contradiGory te 
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mon, mentioned in page 24.5 ‘ The doctrine of /oucreign GME Gs 
is affailed from every quarter.. Many who are antipodes 0 
other refpedts, as cheeriully agree in this oppofition, as Pilate Ac 
and Herod did in’ crucifying Chri. ‘They feem determined 

if: God will not allow them the fovercign right to ci/pofefM@ th, 
t's as.they pleafe, to * faatch from his hand the balance andj 

the rod ;;re-judge his juftice, be the-Ged of God ! Some ap me 
pear to -be fe infatuated with the proud thoughts of having ., 
their falvation in their own hands, that it would feem as if they . , 
had concluded, that if God would only be fo good as to let « I 
them alone, and not ‘e/:/? them before they believe, they fhould® ¢.. 











have no doubt of being faved.” If this does not convey the 
fpirit of a fra&tious man, who is overagmpe by truth and yet ®s 
too proud to own it, then I have no true difcernment in tet 
matter. I bere requeft Mr. B. in the next fermon he _prinlf 
to tell us, fir what fovercign grace is. I read in the bible ¢ 
‘¢ Great grace.”—=" True grace.”— The grace of God?’= 
“The grace of our Lord Jefus Chrift.”—‘“ Manifold grace ’® 
~~" Spirit of grace’—And many fuch things; but I camy 
a : | not 
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CM not “find foucreign grace in the bible. “have no doubt but itis 7 
| <n fome other bock. Second, I wifh Mr. B. totell us whe % 
we & thele farcaffical pretended reformers are, who with to difpofe of © 
ut’ themfeldes as they pleafe, and who have the proud thoughts ef | 
he ‘having their falvation in their hands ; for I know of no fuch } 
of gocn on earth. ‘Third, I wifh him to tell usthat place infcrip- 7% 


























of ‘tare which fpesks of being elected in any other way than i 
lus “through fanétification unto obedience, and fprinkling of the | 
ail blood of Jefas Chrift.” I with ever to think that Mr. B’s ine § 
ote’ norance is the caufe of his manner of writing as he has:s™% 
«©  <but it is hard for me to think that a man can-be.honeft, and 1m 
ys throw out fuch things as thefe. If he has truth.on his fide, jam 
70 why does he tell of /ome—of frme men who fet themfeloes up as | 

nd reformers.— While he writes in this way, all thinking men mug 

are conclude that he is airaid. Uf I am the-man he means, let aM 
enya him come forward like a man and-fay fo, and not hide him. || 
dif felf among the trees of the garden, becaufe he hears a voice 
rch which he is ‘alarmed at.” As I expe& to publidh a pamphlet | 


ith | .foon, containing remarks on this fermon, I fay no more at J 
ans = prefent. | 










© 
Mr. AnLEN’s treatife of bapti/m. | 

IN No. I. of, this magazine, page 28, I have mentioned thie | 
Mm ‘treatife, and propofed to review his two inquisies inthis num- | 
me weber, which are thefe,— * 
© i. “Inquire, whether:the mode of baptifm:prac- | 
f ‘tiled in our churches, is not in conformity to the 
Acriptures ?” 

II, “‘ Whether infants, as well as adults, are net - 
¢y@ the proper fubjects of baptifm.” 
and) Mr. <iHen, in illultrating his firft enquiry, viz. “ Whether the 
ap: mode of baptifm pra¢tifed in our churches, is not in conformity 
M6 to the fcriptures,”—appears to me either an ignorant man— 
bY @ awicked man—or a fimple man ;—for he Grit fays, page 6,” 
“ But the word. baptizo is mo& commonly .ufed to denote afu- 
dion or {prinkling.” He mutt be ignorant of the Greek word, jj 
or elfe wicked to fay fo. Where ‘is his proof for this?-His @ 
| Own authority and nothing elfe. ‘There isnot an honeft learn. 
fm. ed man on earth, who will fay the word baptize means to {prin- 
pckle. If this word means to fprinkle, then all the learned fas — 
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F thers have deceived us, for they all agreethat the word baptize |f 
~ SMeans to dip, plunge under, and overwhelm. Seapula fays, 
JB the word baptizo, fignifies to dip, or plunge into; as what, | 

a | Sor the fake of dying or wafhing, we dip into water.” Jobe |j 
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Calvin fays, * the word baptize, fignifies to plunge’; and, itt’ 
vplain, that the rice of plunging was obferved in the anciéng 
church.” I need not multiply quotations,—for learned honef 
men wil! confefs that the word bptizo, is to'dip. “In proving 
from the feripture that baptifm means to fprinkle, he acts they ¢ 
partofafimpleton. He fays the Pharifees ufed to wath, angi 
that the word rendered wathing, is trafiflated’ from the wor 
which denotes baptifm. «Wonderful!!! “Baptifm means tog 
“fprinkle. He fays, the Pharifees aua/bed; therefore baptify 
means to /prinkle. We allow‘the Pharifees wafhed. © Did they 
fprinkle? No. Should-a-man iell.me the word baptifm meant 
“to wath, and then go and /prinéie a child, Tf fhoald fuppofe he 
meant to lye, or elfe'that he was not a man of common fenfe 
Mr. Allen’s: ftatement'ftands thus to me,—*‘* My friends, bapa 
tifm means to fprinklz not to dip. As a proof of this; 'the Pham ! 
_tifees did not dip nor /pritkle, they wa/hed, which fignifies bapa 
tized. \‘We in wm ‘tation of the Pharifees, meither dip nor wa se bis 
‘but fprinkle ;—therefore fprinkl'ng is right”’ If the man is nog ™ 
a-fool who makes fuch declarations as thefe, thofe whgsbeliewg ©" 
sin fprinkling' from fueh evidence as this, are not wife, but prig the 


-£sdden. ‘It makes me think of thefe two lines ;— 7 “ 
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© Wife men flrive, good men grieve 5 
Knaves invent, and fools believe’ : 
‘Mr. Allen’s fecond enquiry is-this,—‘* Whether infants, “am PF? 
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well as adults, are not the proper fubjeGis of baptifm.” 4 
He has tried to-prove infants 'the fabjects of baptifm, & 
‘five things.—-1.“¢From the.tenor of the covenant itfelf ;'2. Fromm “ 
the method in which owr Lord treated them; 3. From tha #¢ 
.pradtice of the apoftles, and the account they give of fuch@ Wit 
were baptized ; 4. From the ufe of it; -5. From the prattitt ulus 
of the church of Chwft.’"—A few remarks on. each of sheer 
particulars, will fuffice ;—1.’ He undertakes to prove the rigl The 
of infants to baptifm, from the covenant made with Abrahafl 
“What was that-cavenant? It was a covenant of increafe.al, 4+ 
property. . Godanade a covenant with Abraham to make hilly h. ta 
‘the father: of a great nation; yea of many nations; and@™, ™ 
give the land of Canaan to him and hisfeed. He was the @ UN 
-ther of many nationsyfor he had eight fons, one by Sarah, om “Ee 
by Hager, fix by Keturah. His male children were circomg™ in] 
. cifed, to fhew that they were heirs of the land of Canaanybet de 
Abraham’s feed; but. what has infant fprinkling to do #iMpy >: 
this? nothing at all. This has no more reference to. ini@gie® © 
“baptifm, than the ftory of Saul’s going to Endor after gp” 
Sord -had refufed to inftru&t him. How. ¢alfy it is * 7 fe 
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itd fe things from the bible when places are quoted as a proof which 
“iene Ay nothing about them! In page 27 is a rare piece, in thefe 
neg fe words, ‘If infant baptifm had been obfcurely delineated in 
ving fa the new teltament, or if there had been nothing faid about it, 
) ie ‘even then we fhould have had better authority for baptizing 
ang infants, than any can have for -refufing them.” Ah, there is 
Bthe advantage the.clergy have of us, they can prove infant 
baptifm better without the bible than with it! for they can 
bea bible themfelves, fuch an one asthe ignorant have to read. 

z. He undertakes to prove infant baptif{m from the manner in 
which Chrifi treated them. .Ylow did Jefus treat little children ? 
Why he took them in his arms and blefled them—laid his 
bands on them and bleffed them—faid, fuffer little children to 
le come unto me and forbid them not,.for of -fuch is. the king- 
@ dom of heaven. Is this any proof cf infant baptifm ? There 
is nothing here about baptifm.  Jefus baptized not, but 
Mr bis. difciples. Had he baptized them it would have been 
mentioned. From this account the clergy have made this 
meaning to it, **. Let your maid bring your-Jittle children in 
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is not} 
lieve aie ie 
prif their arms to the meeting houfe, that we may-iprinkle them 


and evroll them among the number of .Chrift’s vifible family.” 
@ Chis is clerical feripture. .I fhould as foon have thought of 

me ftory of offering children to Moloch as this account to 
prove a prattice.which originated.in the darknefs of paganiim, 
saow called a part of chriftianity. 

93. The third proof of infant-baptifm is taken. from the prac- 
tice of the apoftles. Who were the apoltles ordered to bap- 
fuze? Believers, and no others. Did they obey their orders !_ 
Without any doubt they did. -Lydia’s family-were all breth- 
ten. The jailor’s family were all believers, Crifpus’ family 
fam Were all believers. ‘They were baptized both men and women. 
There is not an intimation of infant fprinkling in all the ac- 
count of the preaching of the Apofltles. 

4. Mr. Allen’s fourth argument in, proof of infant baptifm 








ii mistaken from the ufe of the covenant. He mentioned Abra- 
nd t ham’s covenant when he frft began. In p. 39, he tells of 
he fag Noah’s covenant which was very different’from Abraham’, 


pm ! Noah’s covenant prove any thing for children, L fhould 
gm think it a proof that the children of believers will not be 
re * owned, - 

» 5. His fifth and laft argument is taken from the prattice’of 
gmci* church after the apoftles. He quotes feveral authors who 
tmpaic it was right. He mentions Faffin, Irencus, Policarp, 
wm 'igin, Tertulian, Cyprian, Gregory Nazianzen, Ambrofe, St. 
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Auflin and Cryfofiom. Whatis the charatter of thefe meng 
Mofheim fays, vol. I. p. 371, “ True seligion fuffered ya 
‘more grievoufly by two monftrous.errors which were almo} 
univerially adopted in this century, and became a fource of 
annumerable calamities and milchief .in :the fucceeding ages, 
The firft of .the maxims. was, that ## was an a@ of virtue, ty) 
deceive and lie, when by that means.the interefis of the church migh 
be promoted”? Some of the men Mr. Allen mentions held t 
the above maxim. They had from the church a patent fo 
lying ; this was the.virtue of the fourth century to decein 
and lye. This fame author fays in the above page, “ And 
it muft be frankly confefled, that the greatet men, and moj 
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eminent faints of this century, were more or lefs tainted with® 
the infection of this corrupt principle. We would willingly F 
accept from this charge, mbrofe and Hilary, Auguftine, Grp. 
ory Nazianzen, and Ferome ; but truth, whichis more refp ‘ 







able than thefe venerable fathers, obliges us to involve themm™ 
in the general accufation.” Several of thefe fathers who held 
that virtue coniifted in deceiving and lying Mr. A. has quote ® 








to prove infant baptifm. What a wonderful age Mr. Ag ), 
wrote in! The year 1801! The year when human rege . 
was death ftruck. When inftead of the fong,.* Adams anti ,, 






Aiberty,” there was an howling of, “* Fefferfon and infidelity" 
En this remarkable age infant iprinkling was proved from cit a 
eumeifion! Fron. the words of Chrift, which fay nothing® .. 
about it? From the praétice of the apoftles who did ~~ bing 
about it! From Noah's covenant after the flood, ati. irom 4, 
the ancient fathers, who held that virtue confifted in deceiving ,; 
and lying !!1!! There is one proof for infant {prinkling® ,, 
which I think MrwA. has not thought of, that is, that it wasaml ,, 
practice of the idolatrous worfhippers for hundreds of yeathm ,, 
before the birth of Chrift, and which {everal centuries ago ,., 
was introduced into the church of Rome, then into the churdh® 4), 

of England, then into the Prefbyterian.~hurches, and at la® 1, 

_. into the Congregational churches,—znd called, “ the diva « 
“right of infant baptifm.” This is the laft concerning thig ,, 
mighty affair of aby fprinkling !—fee the remarks en bap 
tifm in this number. 1 fhall fay no more upon Mr. Allens 











































dark, confufed produdion at prefent. D 
WOBURN MATTER. a 

FOR fome time pait, ‘there has been much faid in Bolton yo 

_ particularly, concerning the difficulty between me and (4 |. 

church in Woburn. One of Dr. Stillman’s Deacons told #@ y., 
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63. 
fiend of mine, that the matter’ wat ted bad to mention. Some 
time laft July, I defired the church in Woburn to meet, that 
I might converfe with them :—they met by a committee ; 
(for the church is under an aréflocratical government ; ) Deacon 
Convers, who has the pre-eminence, told me befare three friends 
who went with me from Bofton, (as near as I can recollect)’ 
that the caufe of their withdrawing fellowfhip from me was 
this ; becaufe f had withdrawn from them fitf?. My reafons for 
withdrawing from them was, becaufe I could not walk with 
them and the fcriptures. I mentioned to him wherein U 
thought they were wrong; he owned they were wrong in 
fome things. After converfing fome time, the matter was fet- 
tled in this way, as near as I can relate it. Tle Déacon ftated 
that if I would come back and believe in their p/atform,; and 
confefs 1 was wrong in not believing it, I could be again re- 
ceived asa member. (Sy the way I muft believe in feven un- 
faiptural things which the Baptifts in Maffachufetts hold ;) If 
I did not, I muft be confidered “an heathen man and a pulb- 


we lican.” The-whole amount is this, as I talked with the Deacon 


lat—One of two things mult be done; I muft give up ‘ie 
new-teflament tor an ofd platform which they: have palited into 
their church book ;_ printed in England, in the 16th or i 7th 
f century, and join with them ; or they muft give up that qwosd- 
en bottom for the new-teltament, written in Afia, in the firf® 
century, and join me; or elle, a third thing muft inevitably 
follow,—viz. that they mult abide by their platform, and I by 
B the new-te/fament, and fo remaia apart until the fire byrns 
either the p/at/orm or the new-teffament. ‘Thus after much talk 
fome writing and printing, and many ftories, one barn council, 
One metropolitan, hypocritical, hard-hearted ordination, tHe Woe 


BURN MATTER ts SETTLED g for I chufe to be confidered by thea: © 


church at Woburn as an heathen man and publican, rather 
than give up my liberty and the new-teftament, to belong toa. 
church which is not a prifon, but a place of confinement mmmm—— 
“From henceforth let no man trouble me” about Woburn: 
Matter. . ae 
'°) Sy. 3 “a ; q 
Deacon Burley’s Excommunication from the Baptif 
church in Exeter, May 24, 1805. 


THIS baptift church in Exeter is compofed chiefly of . 
young people, gathered about fix years ago. When feveral 
_Members propofed ta be baptized, they did not fee any fur- 


g ther than to be baptized and join an unbaptized church.— 
; After 








64 
After much labor they were convinced of the impropriety off 
this, and according to the baptift fafhion were conftituted a& 
baptift church. Here they ftopped, eftablifhed, (that is) mir. 
ed in tie fatalifm of John Calvin, knowing many things nop 
expreffed inthe bible. After fome time Deacon Burley, a mem. 
ber of the congregational church came off, was baptized, and 
joined with them. They came out with heads, he came ont 
with a head, hands, and feet, fo that he might fee, under} 
fiand, and walk. As foon as he began to walk, he walkeg 
away from them, for they ftood fiiil. This difpleafed them, 
and they endeavoured to ftop:him from {peaking in meetingg 
any where, becaufe he did not mindthem. A few of the 
members in a fingular way, undertook to admonith him forg 
three things, 1. For going to Stratham to improve his gift 
among the brethren there who were deflitute of any public 
gift. 2. Becaufe he did not attend a Wednefday evening ® 
church meeting, at a time when he had promifed fome work 
which he was obliged to work evenings to finifh. 3. Becaufe 
He refufed to fubfcribe to help build a meeting houfe, which 
was to {land in a certain place in order to catch Mr. Row: 
land’s hearers, as I was informed, when they were going off; 
to the upper meeting. They did not teli him that the prim 
cipal caufe was that he was friendly to the church in Porth 

“Mouth, though they did {as I was told) fay to him that he 
could noi join there, becaufe it was not a reg'dar church. 

“ After they had admonithed him, though it was in fucha 
manner that he did not know it, they then fent him what the 
Pope calls a Butt, or thunder of excommunication—Not for anz 
crime ; but becaufe he followed not with US. It is generally @ 
thought that Dr. Shepard worked in this muddy water with @ 
the re{t, and had a hand “in forming the excommunication = 
Deacon Burley wrote to him upon the fubje&. He would 
aot own that he wrote it, neither did he deny it. Silence im 
fuch mattergeneraliy fuppofes guilt. There is fo much proof § 
of k‘~ writing it, that 1 fuppofe he will not dare deny it, and_ 
the matter is fo ridiculous, and childifh, that I think he will 
be afhamed to own it, and altogether to hold his peace! 
think will be his wifdom. Inthe Doétor’s anfwer to the Dea 
con may be feen what in popifh countries is called the threat # 

- enings of a Metropolitan. fam forry the Door has involv- M 
_ e¢ himnfelf in any fach thing in his old age. As I am ing” 

formed that the church and Dr. Shepard mean to write upot 

this matter, I leave the letters, excommunication, bufinels of 

a council conceraing his wife. who did not belong to the 
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church, the proceedings at reveral church meetings, Dr. Shep- 
ards letter to Deacon Burley, with feveral other matters for 
the next number of this magazine. I clofe by obferving that 
Deacon Burley is a man known for many years palt, to be a 
brother walking according to the new teftament, fo he con- 
tinues to walk to this dav, his friends and the inhabitants of 
Exeter look on the conduét of the church (or rather individu- 


| als) with altonifhment, and thany of the church were ignorant 


of his being caft out..till after it was done ; and then could 
not tell what it was done for. Heand his wife, are now mem- 
bers of the church of Chrift in Portfmouth ; received from 
that church, as they receive members from the congregational 
churches after they ase excommunicated for. holding to the . 


fcriptures.. @ 








° 
TEXT— 

1 Corinthians, xv. 29, “ Elfe what fhall they 
do which are baptized for the dead, if the dead 
rife not at all ? why are they then baptized for 
the dead ???—~-This is confidered a difficult paflage © 
to underftand. Dr. Deddrige tranflates the paf- | 
fage thus, * Who are baptized in the room of the dead,’ 
which I think is a jutt.tranflation—This I think 
muft be the meaning of the words ; “Such are 
our views and hopes as chriftians ; elfe, if it were. 
not fo, what f/hould they do, who arebaptized, in token*. 
of their embracing the chriftian faith, in the room. 
of the dead, who are juit fallen in the caufe of-' 


Chrift, but are yet fupported by a fucceflion. of, § 


new converts, who immediately offer..themfelves - 
to fill up their places, as ranks of foldiers that ad- 


_ vance to the combat in the room of their com- 
|. Panions, who have juft*been flain in their fight.” 
@ When a believer is buried in baptifm he puts on — 
"@ Chrift, and enters into the fame caufe others have: 
ae. ' Gied in, and fays by- this, lam ready todie as my 
@ brethren have. Why ? Becaufe my baptifin points - 
® to areiurrection which I believe in. If we have 
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., of the coloured people, met early in the morning, to hear the 
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been planted together in the likenefs of his death, J 
(in baptifm) we fhall be alfo in the likenefs of hig 

refurrection.”” My brethren who have died for 

Chrift’s fake, I believe will rife again ; and I be. 

lieve if I loofe my life for Chrift’s fake, I fhall find 

it again at the refurrection, at the lait day. This 

I think is the meaning of being baptized for the 

dead, or inthe room of the dead. 

fe) 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE.. 
fin account of the baptifim of nine Negroes in Bofton, 
' May 26, 1805. + ) 
L’:"D’s day morning, May 26; underftanding there \vere & 
{everai coloured people to be baptized in Weft Bofton, I went 
to fee the ordinance performed. This morning early, Thomas] 
Paul, (a man of colour) and his brother Benjamin, with feveral ® 




























experience of thofe who had paffed from death to life. At8@ 
o’clock, thefe with fome who had given the reafon of their, 
hope the night before, met at an houfe near the water fide, 
After preparing themfelves for baptifm, the adminiftrator, 
(Thomas Paul) his brother, and nine perfons to be baptized, 
(with feveral brethren and fifters of the other churches )walked 
two and two io. the water fide, where they all ftood ftill. The 
perfons to be baptized, appeared very folemn, as though they] 
wnderftood and loved what they were about to fubmit to. 
There was one negro man, and eight women—The man was 
dreffed in a Jong chintg gown with an handkerchief tied around 
his waift. The women were dreffed in long clean white gowns, 
tied down at the bottom. They wore neat white caps tied une § 
der their chins with marrow tape. While they ftood on the fhore § 
the adminiftrator flood belew them; juft in the edge of the} 
water. Several brethren from the baptized churches ftood 
with them near the water. A few rods back, onarifing piece # 
of ground, ftood a large number of people who came to fet 
fomething new, Several of the coloured people ftood in thegy 
water to fee and hear. After the peodle were all ina fituatioa gy - 

to fee and hear, and were filent, the adminiftrator took of 
his hat, and addrefled his brethren and the people in generas 
He firft fpake of himfelf, and thofe to be baptized, as itr 
{pected their colour ; obferving that neither chriftians not F 
gentliinen would ridicule them, cither on account of their (Ohm 
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67 
ath, @ our or manner of being baptized. He mentioned that if any 
f hi fhould treat them with contempt, fuch perfons could not by 
for them be confidered either chriftians or gentlemen. “ He fur- 
ib ther obferved, that all who coufidered him and his brethren 
c in an error, would manifeft it by thewing them. pity inflead of 
find ridicule. He next fpake of baptifm as it itands in the new- 
This @ teftament. He declared that believers baptifms as a burial, 
the was from heaven ;—that Jefus their commander was baptized 
“@ in Jordan as an example for them to follow; that he com- 
mands all who love him to follow in his eps. He mentioned 
the example of the three thoufand, the. Eunuch, the Jailor, § 
Cornelius and Lidia ;~he fhewed, that inoall thefe.places the. ~ 
perfons baptized were believers in Chrift, He proved that bap- 
tifm was a burial with Chrift, as.a fign of their death: to fin,_ 
and refurrection to newnefs of life.. He quoted Kom. vi. 4, | 
“ Therefore we are buried with him by baptifm.”” Col. ii. 12, | 
“ Buried with him in baptifm.”- He fhewed that there was. | 
no propriety in faying a perfon was buried, when only a little. § 
earth was {prinkled on him. He argued logically upon the-. | 
mode, proving that the exiflence of a thing depended on. the 
mode. He mentioned that. roundne/s,.was the. mode of a bali. 
and that if roundnéfs was taken away, the matter ceafed to b, 
a ball. From this heobferved, that the mode of :durying made 
baptifm. That if this was taken away, there was nothing bug | 
the name of baptifmdeft. He noticed the words into and out 
of, fhewing that iféate means ¢o, and cut.of means from, thengll 
the wicked only went-in fight of everlafting punifhment, and 
the righteous ifight of life eternal, and not into it. After 
this he exhorted@he people to fearch the feriptures daily, wheth- 
er thefe things aréi6.— When he had done fpeaking, he pray- 
ed for the perfons t6 be baptized, for himfelf, and for the af 
fembly-..Then takinip-the man by the hand, he walked flowly. J 
into the water, repeatiig-the accowmt of Philip and the Enq 
buch. After going.to a fuficient depth of- water he ftopped, — 
and flanding firm in the ‘water, atthe left fide ofthe man, hav. — 
ing the man’s two hands tt his left hand, he lifted up the other: 
# and faid, “ I baptize the in the name of the Father, in the 
i¢@ © Rame Of the Son, and in th@mame of the Holy Gholt---Amen.™ 7 
ion = then, taking hold of the man’s colar behind his neck, he mod- | 
tm rately let him down into the water ’till he was wholly buried ; 
ai = then saifing him up, led him flowly out of ‘the. water to the 
thore, where he was received by a brother- He next led a 
filler down, and faying the (sme words, he baptized her. As 
ee foon as fhe was raifed out of the water, fhe lifted her ares Sg 
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hands towards feaven, and in a cheerful manner repeated thefe §. h 


three lines ;--- ““Biefs’d be my Gol that I was born, | ty 
To hear the joyful found ; f 
That I was born to be baptiz’d,” &c.-- h 


_ ‘The third perfon, after being baptized, raifed her hands and @ # 
m  fhuthereyes faying, “ glory to God in the higheltt.”-.-As foon b 
sas the fourth came out. of the water, the begat to fing thefe § C 
> lines; * Q-how happy are théy Who the Savious obey, h 
And have jaid up their treafure above,” &c. e 
| . She fang three Werfes of the hymn ; one of the black brethren @ 
fung with her par of the time. Some of them did not {peak, | 
but appeared folemn, cheerful and lowly. While the baptifm 
was attended to, the people were all filent,and attentive.~-Ahk & 
ter they were all baptized, © 2 adminiitrator prayed, thank | 
© ed the people for theifcivility, exhorted thofe juft baptized to | 
© trult in Jefus, hoped they would go on-their way rejoicing, and 
= exhorted ail the lovers of Jefus to live continually to his glory, @ 
This being done, the people retired in filence---The adminifé- 
trator walked with his brother ;. the baptized perfons and the 
ther brethren and fi ters walked back to the houfe again ig 
1¢ fame order in which they came, finging this hymn ;. 
“| What poor.defpifed compay . 
Of travellers are thefe, 
Who walk in yonder narrow way y 
#long the rugged maze,” &c. 

[ was exceediagly delighted with the performance. I wen. 
 tofee black people baptized ; but when I faw them all drefled 
‘© in white, all appearing to have heaven in their fouls and joy: 
) «6©=s«OM their countenances, and appearing to rejoice with the white” 
s «= robed company which came out.of great tribulation—I though: & 
p afthey were black, yet they were comely ; and. feeing that God 
} Was no refpetter of perfons, and that Ethiopia was flretching § 
out her hand, and that.a fon .bad taken them by the hand. I- Jj 
thought we might fay. of this company ; * Thou art beautifuld | 
my love, as Tirzah, comely as Ferufaler, and terrible as-:an army. 
with banners.” 

Affoziation at Epping, Fune, 180%. 4 

Tur New Hampfhire Aflociation was held laft June, fecor.d 
Wednefday and Phurfiay at Dr. Shepard’s meeting-houfe. In” 
the afternoon Elder Otis Robinfon of Sanford, preached fom 
2 Tim i.9, “ Who hath faved us, and called us with an holy 
calling, noi according to our. Works, but according to his own. 
m= so purpofe and grace, which was given us in Chrift Jefus ied 
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the world began.”” It appeared to me that the preacher had 
hefe E his fermon before he had his text, and only accommodated the 
text to his fermon. The f{peaker, not confidering that Paul was 
{peaking of preachers and not believers, found a difficulty in 

~ — histext. He preached ca/ked and /aved--the text reads faved 
B oandcalled. Wad he applied this to the Apoltles, it would Rave 
Don fg been plainy They were firft faved from fin through faith in 
hefe Chrift, and then called to. be Apoftles of Chrift. In his fermon 
‘he appeared the moft genuine fon of his father Calvin, that I 
everheard. ‘The fermon appeared one continued ftrain of in- 
ren Me conliltences andcontradiftions. Qnething isin his favour, he 
eak, Me 2ppeated lioneft. I think it likely that he did» as well as he 
ifm fy kaew ; had he read Paul more and, fatalifm lefs, we fhould 
Afi @ have had a much better fermon.—After fermon it was mens 
m tioned that there would be a difcourfe delivered in the pinesy’ — 
1 to Me back of the meeting-houfe at fome diftanee. This made fome, §& 
Rir—One faid rt was very imprudent—fome faid one thing © 

| and fome another. Elias Smith was appointed to preach in 
nif fe the grove ; heand Elder fones went out, and others with them 
the fe wIn a fhort time feveral hundred people who did not wifh to 
hear aflociation buftnefs, met with them. A fermen was 
preached, feveral exhorted, prayed and fung; the meeting wag 
folemn, joyful and glorious. Near fun fet the meeting clofed. 
Another was appointed the next morning at 9 o’clock— By to 
the aflembly was much larger than the day before. Severah 
minifters were there. Elder Jones preached from Rom. viii. 
en 29, 30. After fermon feveral minifters and brethren and fifters 
fed fe fpoke one by one. At 12, E. Smith preached again ; after- 
| wardsthere were feveral prayers and exhortations, with fing- 






























eee ing ; it wasa heartreviving feafon to many who-attended.---- 
she fe [his bledfed refrelhing feafon lated the chief of theday. 
y O ! 
ne Fi Revival of religion ix Portjmouth, N. AH. in 1805. 
10 | { Continued from No. L. p. 29.— Monday, March2§, 1805.) 

| THIS evening a fermon was preached from Pfalm ii. 12, 





and 1 John ii. 18. ‘Phe attention of the people to things 
@ ternal was preat and many appeared to tremble at the tho’t 
| ofajudgment to come. While many were heard in different 
> Parts of the houfe mourning their condemned ftate, two yotng 
a @ [ads about 16 years old, fobke after fermon and mentioned 
m@ the great goodnefs of “God to them in redeeming their fowls 
rly from fin : one was fet at liberty in the afternoon, and the oths — 
1m ‘inthe meeting. It feemed to move aimok every — to © 
: ICCAD tees 
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hear fuch children finging hofanna to the fon of David. 
meetings were held every evening, and were attended with 
great folemnity ; every evening of this week’ we heard or faw 
fome who had been brought from darknefs to marvelous light 
Saturday evening, 29, This evening the church met to re 
ceive thofe who had found peace in believing. Seven gave 


the reafon of their hope in Chrift, chiefly young people. Qi 


how pleafing this fight-to fee that Jefus has the dew of his 
youth !: 

Lord’: day, 30. 
At the prayer meeting, many appeared to have the fpirit of 
grace, and fupplication poured from on high. After the af. 
ternoon meeting we went tothe water fide to baptize. Here 
it was eafy to know the children of God and the children of 
the wicked one. While we ftood by the fide of the river, fome’ 
rejoiced in the Lord, and fung praifes to his name, fome mourns 


ed and wept, while they faw fix young people turn their backs J 


upon them, faying farewell vain world, Jefus is my all. Others 


enraged like pheir prince, at the lofs of fome of their compan. ] 


sons in fins mocked and endeavored to difturb thofe who peace 
ably. obeyed the command of their blefied Lord. Through 
the day and evening there feemed on all the aflembly, ‘a cloud 
and {moke by day, sad the fhining of a flame of fire by night,” 
and though many oppofed, yet ** upon all the glory there was 

— nces 

{Monday evening, aa.° Elder’ Webb a methodiit preacher 
Met with us and preached from Prov. xvi. 16 This was an 
Cxeel es at difeourfe upon wifdom, if this is their method of preach- 
ing, tiie cond Lord grant they may keep it up, and may many 
come inio the pethed of hearing the voice of wifdom that 
they may hear*and live forever. 

Tuefday evening,.Ap-il 1. He preached again from Ezek.xviil. 
23; * Have I any pleafure at all’that the wicked fhould die,” 
&c; -This fermon exceeded the other. This, I believe, went. 
to the hearts of many. 
gaged in the-work. I find the advantage of keeping open 
doors for preachers, by this means we have an opportunity to - 
hear different gifts, which all tends to the edifying of the body 
of: Chrilt. 

Wednefday evening,2. This was a bleffed feafon to many _ 
fouls. A fermon was preached... After thisa mitifter from ~ 
the country delivered a warm, folemn exhortation, which © 
feemed abundantly to comfort thof who had _ from 
death to fife. sis pee 

= After. 
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Thiswas-a day long to be remembered, | 









The man appeared folemn, and en-_ 
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After this alittle boy from the country (pake'in the: gallery 
with: @ dothe moft aftonifhing manner I ever heard. All the affem- 
fay | bly appeared to be moved, and each believer was led to fay, 
ight, jp durely the Lord is in this place. 

O re: Saturday evening,5. ‘This evening we met to hear thofe 
pave je who wifhed to be baptized. ‘The houfe was erouded inevery 

QO @ part. There were fo many who appeared to be in trouble 
fF hig M concerning their undone fituation, that after two had given 

| the reafon of their hope, it was thought helt.to-fpend the re- 
‘red, mainder of the evening in exhortation and prayer:: this was 
t of Mm aremarkable time; the evidence of the prefence of God made 
. af. @ the righteous rejoice, and the .wicked wail becaufe of him. 
Jere M@ Even fo. Amen. 
n of Lord’s day, 6. This day the good will -of "him -that dwelt 
ome fin the bufh, appeared among the-faints. ‘Five were baptized, 
urn fg the allembly was more folemn than ‘I ever faw it before. In 
acks fg ithe afternoon was our communion. Juft two years ago this 
































hers Mm day, we had our. firft.communion ; the church then confifted 
san. ge of 22 members, on the.firft Lord’s day in April, 1805, therg 
ace. [were 194 members, jall.united in love, rejoicing in the ‘Lord. 
ugh gm Seeing fuch a large number all united, chiefly young people, 


ond fg each one might, with propriety join and fay, “* And what hath 
it? fe God wrought.” 
The attention of the.people encreafed continually for. fever- 


W 
al weeks ;.many appeared en the Lord’s fide, who a few 
her fe weeks before were in the kingdom of darknefs. 
1 Lords daypApril 28. 16 were baptized ; multitudes attend- 
ch. (ed to fee fuch a number baptized ; the greater part behaved 
any fm With decency om the occafion, while the faints rejoiced in him 


hat [eho loved them and.wathed them from their fins in his own ~ 
‘blood. The work at the prefent time feems chiefly over, but 

ij, (a there are many who at this time, give an evidence that they © 
2, fe we delivered from the power of darknefs, and are tranflated 
ent 2 into the kingdom of his dear fon. O may this glorious work 
on. Meo the ipirit of God fpread through al! the world, uatil the 
ven ae fArth hall be.full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
to (Cover the fea. Amen.———-The prefent number of the church 
dy fg" about 280 members. 9 Tovbe continued.) oe 

B  lhave received aipleafiag glorious account of the out pours 
ny | 78 of God’sfpirit in the caftern country, which would be 
m jg Ptafing to relate had I room, but I mutt. omit it at prefent. 
ch ig the Lord is carrying on a bleffed work in Gilmanton—abont 
m { '2° appear to be new creatures, 47 have been baptized,—the 
BWrk is Rill {preading glorioufly.—May. the happy day arrive 
“Ben all thail know she Lonp. ~ Quarterly 
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Quarterly meeting among the Freewill brethren, | 
held in Somerfworth, third Wednefday in Auguft, 1805. 


Fearing for many years paft much faid concer ning free. | 
will meetings, and knowing their quarterly meeting was @ 
at Somerfworth, I concluded to go and hear for myfelf. 
I went for the fir time, and found a large number Gg 
Elders, unordained minifters, . exhorters, ruling elders, 
deacons, and praying brethren and fifters, met together ap 
the {chool-houfe. They all appeared plain, open and freeg 
fome time was fpent in. exborhations and prayers. They 
then received accounts from different parts of their coi 
Rexsion, concerning the ftate of the members, bow they 

_ftood, and the atiditions which had been made in thram 
months paft. Many of the accounts were truly ‘efrefbings . 
While they were attending to this, many before the boup ie 
were praying and exhorting, to “the great difturbunce 

format profefors, and the devils’ openifriends. Meeting 
were held in the evening in different parts. T hurfiday 1 


= 


they met and finifbed the bu if nels which .refpeed the 
tubole; in an orderly _fcript ural, friendly.manner. In i 
afternoon we all met in @ grove, where a fermon wh 


preahbed. I judge there were nearly one the x aed peopl ; 


Gitended. After fermon there was a communion with 
~ them. “The feafon was the moft heavenly I ever expert 
enced; bad I refufed to join them, it would I believe been 
crime. ‘Some of the time the meeting was like that it 
5 ae ’s day, when fome.wept and fome rejoiced ; and the 
Roife was beard afar of. Friday | attended the min oe 
conference. dt appeared ie me that there was the mifq 
per fect aga e and fcripiural harmony among the Pp 
jat Lever faw. Ove brother was baptifed, recelt 
in fell main, ard ordained to preach according tot th ‘| Ph 
teftament rule. One ordained minifer who hi 
a Cawin if, having rejetted that for the new tefl 
ment doétrine, was received inta fellow/bip as a Ja in 
dabourer. One unordained minifter, lately convert 


from fatalifn, wes received inte f elowsbip. 
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‘y = hnaged meeting among the Freewill brethren, 
in eld in Somerfworth, third Wednefday in Augaft, 180s. 
| . Hearing for many years paft much faid concerning free. 
y, will mectings, and knowing their quarterly meeting wa: 
Hat Somerfworth, I concluded to go and hear for my/elf. : 
Hf went for the firft time, and found a large number of Hi Rev: 
: » Blders, wnordained minifters, exhorters, ruling elders, & 
i, deacons, and praying brethren and fiers, met together at 
wn, | Bbefchool-houfe. They all appeared plain, open and free.; 
hie, ome time was [pent in exhofbations and prayers. They @ His 
dan) «then received accounts from. diferent parts of their con. “ 
| texion, concerning the flate of the members, how they 
Hi food, and*theadditions which bad been made in three 
eae. “montds paft, Many of the accounts were truly refrefhing. 
ile they were attending to. this, -many before the houfe 
were praying and exhorting, to the great difturbance of 
ye formal profeffors, and the devils’ open friends. Meetings 
re tere beld in the evening in different part — T hurfday “Thr 
i @ep met and finifoed ithe-bufine/s which refpecied the © g 1 
| “pole, in an.orderly, fcriptural, friendly manner. Inthe & 
: rn6 we we. all met. in A 2r0ve, where a Sermon qwas Te 
Degedge there were nearly one thoufand people ¥ 
tte: After fermon there wee a@-communion with Te 
oem. i2eefcafon was the moft heavenly I ever experi- 
| eneea:; bad I refufed tojoin them, it would I believe been 
. : “Some of the time the meeting was like that in 
¥ day, when fome svept and fone refoiced ; and the 
ya: beard afar off Friday 1 attended the minifters Séld 
@. TW appeared to me that shere was the mot Te | 
awttony citong the nin 
olner was baptifed, receiv- 
$Preach.according taghe i} 
| minifer, who bad Ge 
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